Parathyroid hormone, ionised calcium, and potentially interacting variables in plasma of an Old World primate.
Bone turnover and calcium homeostasis in man can only be modelled validly in Old World nonhuman primates. In order to interpret the models it is necessary to establish endocrine and biochemical parameters of bone mineral metabolism. This report is probably the first description of acute phase parathyroid responses to manipulations of blood ionised calcium, and of reference values for potentially interacting variables, in vervet monkeys. Plasma parathyroid hormone concentrations were measured in vervets under defined conditions, and ranges reported as normal for other nonhuman primates and man are summarised.